What is Love?
I John 3:16-18

Introduction:

Children, beloved, brethren 15x
Who has seen the wind?

I. The Perception of Love – 3:16a
A. The Example of Love

1. Love Defined by Contrast - Cain and Abel
Cain gave death in the place of life.
Love is the opposite of Cain

Jesus gave life in the place of death.
Love is the same as Jesus
So, if you love, you are like Jesus

If you hate, you are like Cain

2. Love Defined by Illustration – 

He (Jesus) laid down – ἔθηκεν – aorist – “placed it down”
ὑπὲρ – for  “on behalf of” for the benefit of
instead of – in place of
Philemon 13
“whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf (in place of you) he might minister to me in my chains for the gospel”.
Same as in Matthew 20:28
“…just as the ﻿﻿Son of Man did not come to be served, ﻿﻿but to serve, and ﻿﻿to give His life a ransom ﻿﻿for (in the place of) many”.
2 Corinthians 5:21

﻿“For ﻿﻿He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for [ὑπὲρ] (in the place of) us, that we might become ﻿﻿the righteousness of God in Him”.
3. Love Defined by Comparison
The one who hates lives in death
“He who does not love ﻿﻿his brother abides in death”


   The one who loves lives in life
“We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love the brethren”
B. The Exhortation to Love – 3:16b
Lay down our lives for the brethren.
We ought ὀφείλομεν = ὀφείλ to do this.
It was necessary:

ὀφείλa moral necessity

Ἔπρεπεν – a practical necessity

δεῖ - a logical necessity
1. To whom do we owe this expression of love?

It is BRETHREN - not the World.
We are not responsible to take care of our neighbors or the whole world.
Brethren are of the same family – THE FAMILY OF GOD

Some Apparent Differences:
· Didn’t Paul say that our responsibilities go beyond Christians?

· Do good to all - Galatians 6:10
﻿
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, ﻿﻿let us do good to all, ﻿﻿especially to those who are of the household of faith”
· Didn’t Jesus say in Matthew 25:39

“Assuredly, I say to you, ﻿﻿inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me”
2. What are we to do?
Lay down our lives!
Does this mean we should die for our brothers? - That’s what it says! “For” is the same word used to describe Jesus’ death for us. It means “in place of”

Moses said, “Take my life, but spare the nation”

Paul said, ﻿ “For ﻿﻿I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my ﻿﻿countrymen according to the flesh” (Romans 11:3).
Dying is the easy part. The command includes all things up to dying. Many are willing to die but not to live for the brethren.
II. The Practice of Love - 3:17
A. The Conditions 

What He Has – This world’s goods - His living.

Mark 12:44

“for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, ﻿﻿her whole livelihood βίον.” 
So, he has a livelihood. – the things necessary for living.

What He Sees – his brother having need
Not just “sees”  - “to glance at “, but θεωρῇ - our word theater comes from this word he “beholds”.
There is no doubt in what he sees. His brother does not have enough for living. This will vary in different situations.

What He Does - 
Note: Does not say that he does nothing.
He does something - he closes up his Σπλάγχνα, “bowels of compassion” (KJV).
Greek idea was that the seat of emotions was the “nobler visera” – stomach, kidneys, etc. - “I love you with all my kidneys”
We say heart, the seat of emotions for us.
This man closes up, a decision he makes after seeing the need of the brother.
B. The Implications
Question: How does the love of God dwell in him?
Answer: It does not!
Question: Does that mean that he is not saved?

No, (1) he is a brother to the brother in need.

(2) He can’t lose his salvation.

(3) John is writing to believers.

It means that he is walking in disobedience:
His calloused attitude toward his brother prevents the love of God from flowing through him to his brother just as it flowed through Jesus to us. The love of God is not in him

And he is not in fellowship with the Father, the Son or his fellow Christians.

III. The Plea For Love - Little Children Love the Christian way – 3:18
A. The Negative Side –
Not in word – 
James 2:15


﻿﻿“If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and ﻿﻿one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?”
Not in tongue - 
This seems to be saying the same truth in other words.
First he speaks of the words that come forth and then the source from which they come, i.e. the tongue.

B. The Positive Side – 
In deed – “ἔργῳ”
“When all is said and done, more is said than done”
John is saying: When you see a need, don’t spend a lot of time talking about it. Do something – get to work. Just do it!
In truth – “ἀληθείᾳ”

Then when you do it do that which is in accord with the revelation of God.
So he is not saying just go around give food and clothing and shelter away. Check the Word. What does God say?
2 Thessalonians 3:11
“For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.  For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are ﻿﻿busybodies. ﻿Now those who are such we command and ﻿﻿exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ ﻿﻿that they work in quietness and eat their own bread”
Conclusion
